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The Nairobi Academy is set to take 
in the first cohort of the IB Diplo-
ma Programme (IBDP) students 
this September. Mr Samuel Ka-

ringa, the IB Co-ordinator at the school, 
explains why the school has made this 
move, and why parents should consid-
er enrolling their sons and daughters 
into the curriculum: “The IB Diploma 
Programme is an all-rounded academic 
journey that develops students into in-
ternationally-minded people, who are 
open-minded, dynamic, purposeful, and 
balanced.”

While the IBDP entails an academic 
rigour that requires students to focus, 
it also engages them elaborately in all 
other aspects of life. The holistic ap-
proach prepares students for success in 
higher education, and at the same time 
nurtures them to become well-rounded 
individuals with good grasps of what is 
happening around the world.

Throughout the programme, IBDP 
learners work independently, but with 
the guidance and support from their 
teachers. They freely interact with 
knowledge, and hence strive to be in-
quirers, thinkers, communicators, and 
leaders who are principled, reflective, 
open-minded, caring, risk-takers, and 
balanced. This indeed reflects the IB 
learner profiles.

Admission and enrolment into The 
Nairobi Academy IBDP is ongoing. The 
school is targeting an initial class of 
about 45 students. They will be drawn 
from Year 11 learners transitioning to 
Year 12 in the British National Curricu-
lum, Year 11 students from other schools, 
and the Kenya Certificate of Secondary 
Education (KCSE) leavers.

KCSE graduates can transition into the 
IB Diploma Programme and fit so well. “I 
have seen it work very well in the past,” 
says Mr Karinga, who has previously 
taught in the IB Diploma Programme at 
other IB world schools. 

This being an international pro-
gramme, The Nairobi Academy is ex-
pecting learners from other East African 
countries as well, and even beyond. “We 
are also targeting students from the di-

aspora community whose parents are 
relocating or are on international assign-
ment and prefer an IB school,” Mr Karinga 
adds.

According to the school’s Head of En-
glish, Mr Joshua Musee, who has more 
than 30 years of teaching experience 
and has taught IB for seven years, the 
programme gives young KCSE graduates 
two additional years to mature. “It pro-
vides a transitional period for an 8-4-4 
student to grow and become a different 
person.” The programme serves as an al-
ternative to a pre-university course that 
KCSE graduates would otherwise take 
before joining most universities abroad, 
and which would be less costly.

The programme’s holistic flavour sets 
it apart from many other academic cur-
ricular, as it is not just about academic 
excellence. It makes use of inquiry based 
teaching, whereby teachers provoke cu-
riosity in their learners, who have to then 
go out looking for facts and information. 
Also, through conceptual teaching, stu-
dents are made to understand the bigger 
picture of things. 

Thus, learning under the IB includes 
being exposed to thinking skills, re-
search skills, and social skills. Students 
are taught to think through issues to 

solve problems. 
The modes of assessments add mean-

ing to the learning. Students sit down 
with their teachers to broadly analyse 
their academic results, and reflect the 
outcome to advance their learning. 

Each IB Diploma student is required 
to select studies from six subject groups: 
Language and Literature; Language 
Acquisition; Individual and Societies, 
commonly known as humanity subjects, 
covering Sciences, Mathematics, and The 
Arts.

In an academic exploration that is 
purely driven by passion, students select 
two levels of subjects to pursue. There 
is the higher level, where they delve 
deep into their subject choices, and the 
standard level, which exposes them to a 
broad outlook of the subject. They have 
to select three subjects at higher level 
and three at standard level. They may 
also have the option to take four subjects 
at higher level and two at standard level.

“The beauty with the IB Diploma Pro-
gramme is that it blends very well with 
both Competence Based Curriculum 
(CBC) and the 8-4-4 system of education,” 
says Mr Musee. 

The programme has three other sub-
jects considered as the core. These are:

1. The Extended Essay (EE): Under 
this, the students choose the sub-
jects they would like to write about, 
guided by their passion. It’s like a 
mini-thesis. The students also choose 
the teachers to mentor them. Each 
teacher mentors a student or two. 

2. Theory of Knowledge (TOK): This 
is a key area of the DP core. The stu-
dents are taught about how to know, 
what to know, and areas of knowl-
edge. The aim is to grow learners’ 
critical thinking capacities, so that 
they do not take things at face value. 
There is an aspect of research and 
looking at different perspectives of 
issues. This topic teaches students 
to make informed (research-based) 
choices. “At the end of the first year, 
they have an exhibition to showcase 
their projects,” says Mr Paul Kimani, 
the TOK Coordinator. 

3. Creativity, Action, Service (CAS): 
The third core of the IB Diploma 
programme is purely built on the 
students’ experiences. They can do it 
on their own or as a team, but each 
of them has their own tracker and an 
advisor, either from within the school 
or external, who write a report on the 
student’s progress.

The Nairobi Academy launches IB Diploma, 
an academic exploration driven by passion

The IB Diploma journey at The Nairobi Acad-
emy started with explorations in 2019. On 
August 9, 2021, the school gained candida-
cy status for the IB authorisation, heralding 

the initiation process. It implemented the standard 
practices for the IB Diploma, and realigned the vi-
sion and mission of school to suit IB ethos. 

The teachers underwent IB training and got 
equipped with the necessary tools. A majority of 
the teachers championing the IB Diploma at The 
Nairobi Academy have vast experiences teach-
ing in different settings, and have enthusiastically 
embraced the introduction of the IB Diploma pro-
gramme. They bring along the necessary depth in 

terms of knowledge, diversity and global-minded-
ness. 

There are phases in the IB authorisation that are 
meticulously planned, thus making this process 
thorough and rigorous. The result is the assurance 
of a quality administration of a programme.

Mounting the IB Diploma Programme

The Nairobi Academy is a 
co-educational school cater-
ing for children of ages two 

to 19 years. The school offers the 
British National Curriculum, leading 
to students taking the Internation-
al General Certificate of Secondary 
Education (IGCSE) and General Cer-
tificate of Education (GCE) A-Level. 

Now the school is also offering 
the International Baccalaureate Di-
ploma Programme (IDBP), making 
it an IB World School, a Cambridge 
Assessment International Educa-
tion (CAIE), and a Pearson Edexcel 
Education and Examination Centre. 

The Nairobi Academy has a rich 
history that spans over 45 years, 
having been founded in 1976. It sits 
on a 60-acre property with exten-
sive fields and spaces for learners to 
explore a diverse range of holistic 
educational experiences. 

The school’s environment is safe, 
vibrant and multicultural, and pro-
vides learners with an enriched in-
ternational curriculum, equipping 
them with knowledge, skills, and 
values that prepare them for new 
and future challenges. This has 
seen The Nairobi Academy develop 
all-rounded and well-educated in-
dividuals for generations; preparing 
global thinkers and leaders to trans-
form the world.

The school also provides a path-
way for KCSE graduates who would 
wish to pursue GCE A-Level, BTEC, 
and IBDP.

Well resourced faculty with 
global exposure
Prior to the authorisation to offer 
the IBDP, the school’s learning fa-
cilities were audited to ensure they 
were adequate. The Nairobi Acad-
emy is well resourced with some 

of the best teachers with both re-
gional and global teaching expo-
sure in different parts off the world, 
ultra-modern learning facilities, and 
sufficient learning resources. 

Some of the learning facilities 
include a richly-resourced library, 
spacious and well-equipped sci-
ence laboratories, art room, music 
room, computer laboratories, an 
auditorium and an arts theatre, in-
door games facilities, a spacious 
playground, outdoor sports pitches 
for basketball, football, hockey, vol-
leyball, netball, and running tracks. 
Besides, the compound has ade-
quate space for outdoor learning, or 
for just taking a walk and ruminat-
ing on some ideas.

Mr John Karanja, the Head of 
School, has a footprint in IB, having 
previously worked with two top-tier 
international schools. His main role 
in setting up the IB involves looking 
at the strategic inception and im-
plementation of the programme, 
getting the teachers prepared for 
it through training, and making the 
resources available for the teachers 
to run it. “We hope to also imple-
ment the IB PYP (Primary Years Pro-
gramme) for primary school in the 
next one year,” he says. 

The school has adequate board-
ing facilities to house both boys 
and girls, and is well-secured by a 
24-hour manned-security gate and-
perimeter wall fencing.

Enrolment is ongoing for all Key 
Stages, from Early Years to Sixth 
Form, which give different path-
ways to university: A-Level, BTEC 
Diploma, and the IB Diploma Pro-
gramme. 
For more information, visit  
www.nairobiacademy.or.ke.
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The International Baccalaureate 
provides the opportunity for stu-
dents to challenge themselves to 
higher levels of educational excel-
lence. 

The IB provides the foundation 
for intellectual curiosity and aca-
demic rigor to thrive. It levels the 
playing field for every student, de-
spite their academic abilities, with 
an educational philosophy that 
prepares them to be world-class 
scholars and first-class citizens. 

Offering the IB curriculum is 
a great way to give our students 
an advantage. I do not know of a 
more comprehensive and appro-
priate learning model. 

Students are invited to en-
gage on the many academic and 
co-curricular provisions and pro-
grammes that we offer. All our 
students progress to some of the 
world’s leading universities, and 
we can’t be happier for them. 
Their success is our pride!

John Karanja

From the Head 
of School


