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REMARKS BY THE CABINET 
SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF 
ICT, INNOVATION AND YOUTH 
AFFAIRS

Mr Joe Mucheru, EGH 

Today, Kenya joins the rest 
of the world in commem-
orating the International 

Youth Day under the theme “In-
tergenerational Solidarity: Cre-
ating a World for All Ages”. This 
day allows us to continue raising 
awareness among our youth and 
the general public about the bar-
riers to intergenerational solidar-
ity, such as ageism, intergenera-

tional equity, and employment, 
as a critical step toward achieving 
the global development goals and 
ensuring that “No One Is Left Be-
hind”. 

We have observed this day as a 
country since 2005, taking time to 
reflect on our progress in promot-
ing the youth agenda and chart-
ing a path to a bright future for 
our youth. As the United Nations 
has observed, “the world needs to 
leverage the full potential of all 
generations.” 

We are proud of the important 
role that our youth play in society 
as a whole, and in the advance-
ment of our country. Kenya’s 
population is quite youthful, and 
tapping young people’s talents 
significantly impacts national de-
velopment.

As we all know, young people’s 
participation at the local, na-
tional, and global levels enriches 
national and multilateral institu-
tions and processes. This under-
scores the importance of youth 
representation and engagement 
in achieving global action aimed 
at improving people’s quality of 
life. 

We need to amplify young peo-
ple’s voices and participation in 
the development discourse and 
initiatives for national progress. 
To achieve our national goals, 

we must champion inclusivity 
through  the involvement of our 
youth in the implementation of 
development blueprints such as 
Kenya Vision 2030, the Big-4 Agen-
da, and the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs). 

My ministry coordinates the im-
plementation of Kenya’s National 
Youth Development Policy, 2019. 
This is done through programmes 
and activities focused on youth 
empowerment, mainstreaming 
youth in national development, 
supervising stakeholders in-
volved in youth-promoting activ-
ities, harnessing and developing 
youth talents and innovations, 
and youth entrepreneurship. The 
policy highlights the youth’s key 
strengths and opportunities, such 
as productivity, creativity, and in-
novativeness; energy, drive, and 
affinity for networking; entrepre-
neurship, and ability to use ICT 
skills. When such strengths are 
leveraged and optimised,  our de-
mographic dividend will be real-
ised. We have undertaken a num-
ber of initiatives in collaboration 
with partners to help build resil-
ience among youths in order for 
them to withstand the negative 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
and fully participate in economic 
development. These include the 
Kazi Mtaani programme, which 

has trained over 270,000 youths 
in Covid-19 mitigation measures, 
financial literacy, and entrepre-
neurship skills; the Uwezo Fund; 
the Youth Enterprise Develop-
ment Fund (YEDF); the Kenya 
Youth Employment and Oppor-
tunities Project (KYEOP); Kikao 
Dialogues, and Ajira Digital Pro-
gramme. Youth Empowerment 
Centres (YECs) have also been 
established. They provide safe 
co-creation and incubation spac-
es for digital skills learning, entre-
preneurship, talent, and innova-
tion. I wish to reassure our young 
people that the Government is 
commited to ensuring they are 
part and parcel of the develop-
ment agenda, and will continue 
working with like-minded devel-
opment partners and the private 
sector to achieve this.

I encourage and call upon our 
dynamic youth to proactively take 
advantage of the Government’s 
assistance in improving their lot. 
They must raise their voices so 
that we can better understand 
how to assist them. By contrib-
uting to national development 
today, they can shape the kind 
of future they want. They should 
remember, though, that working 
closely with other generations 
strengthens and catapults them 
towards success.

Theme: “Intergenerational Solidarity: Creating a World for All Ages”

Theme for this year’s youth day 
is jolting us to think differently

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY 2022

Supported to realise their true potential, youths can 
be a force of good that drives the nation forward. For 
that to happen, they need relevant assistance, right 
from homes to schools and places of work, by all in-
stitutions and individuals who have a role to play in 
their growth and development.

The International Youth Day, commemorated on 
August 12, is an opportunity to shine a spotlight on 
youth issues. At the same time, this is a moment for 
celebrating the potential of youth as critical partners 
in national and even global development.

It is a time to take stock of how best to commit re-
sources to empower youth, wherever they are, and 
help them avoid the paths of delinquency, crime, 
drug-taking, idleness, unwanted pregnancies, poor 
health, early marriages, and other barriers to their 
progress.

Today also offers the nation a chance to recognise 
and mainstream the voices and actions of the youth, 
and promote their inclusive and equitable engage-
ment in development issues.

Thus, in line with this year’s theme, it is necessary 
to widely spread the message that all generations 
have a role to play for the country to achieve the de-
velopment goals of Vision 2030.

Young people have a role in tackling issues that af-
fect humanity, with the aim of achieving sustainable 
development.

Generally, celebrations in different parts of the 
world highlight the significance of young people’s 
participation in every facet of social, political and 
economic processes. Leaving them behind means ex-
cluding a big chunk of potential partners in national 
development. Hence, there is a need to focus on the 
rights of young people to have access to healthcare, 
education, and employment. 

The International Youth Day gives the Government 
and other players the opportunity to showcase what 
they have for the youth.

- Godfrey M. Isiye
godfrey.isiye@ict.go.ke

Some youth 
matters worth 
reflecting on today

Participants after the 3rd National Students Con-
vention on Youth, Peace and Election held at KICC, 
Nairobi, on April 1, 2022. FRANCIS NDERITU | NATION

“Leaving them behind means 
excluding a big chunk of 
potential partners in national 
development.

REMARKS BY THE CHIEF 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Ms. Nadia Ahmed Abdalla

This year’s International Youth 
Day theme, “Intergenerational 
Solidarity: Creating a World of 
All Ages”, emphasises the im-
portance of harnessing the full 
potential of all generations. We 
must all be aware of the inter-
connectedness of all communi-
ties because we are entangled in 
an inextricable web of mutuality. 
What affects one affects all. 

Generational solidarity is essen-

tial for long-term development. 
Mutually shared actions and 
goals necessitate collective efforts 
and sustained contributions from 
all. Thus, fostering collaboration 
across all groups is required to 
advance the 2030 Sustainable De-
velopment Goals, while ensuring 
that no one is left behind. 

The Government supports the 
advancement of meaningful 
youth participation in develop-
ment processes across all sectors, 
and seeks to elevate the voices 
of young people, empower them, 
and foster their desire to make a 
positive change. 

Kenya Ni Mimi, and Kikao, are 
two youth exchange programmes 
that present a strategy for reform-
ing decision-making and promot-
ing youth inclusion. They allow 
youths to engage in intergenera-
tional dialogues with communi-
ty elders and opinion leaders, to 
foster intergenerational solidarity 
between generations. Young peo-
ple learn from experts’ experienc-
es and gain valuable insights into 
unique leadership and values 
through dialogue and interaction. 

They also gain confidence and de-
velop a network of experts inter-
ested in assisting them with their 
projects.

The State Department for Youth 
Affairs is also implementing the 
Yunitok Project, a social moni-
toring tool for community par-
ticipation in collaboration with 
Unicef-Kenya. Yunitok encour-
ages young people to become 
involved in and speak out about 
issues that are important to them. 
Its primary goal is to improve 
youth and community access to 
information, allowing them to 
express themselves and influence 
decisions and actions that affect 
their lives. We seek to create an 
enabling environment at both 
the grassroots and national levels 
to encourage dialogue and coop-
eration with youths to strengthen 
their ability to develop policies 
and action plans.

On this International Youth 
Day, we renew our commitment 
to intergenerational solidarity. 
I wish to state that the Govern-
ment recognises young people’s 
zeal and efforts in advancing the 

implementation of our national 
development goals, and will con-
tinue to promote and support 
intergenerational initiatives as a 
means of ensuring meaningful 
youth engagement for sustain-
able development that leaves no 
one behind. 

I wish to reiterate that the Gov-
ernment has put in measures to 
reduce inequalities by allowing 
everyone, including the marginal-
ised, to participate in the growth 
of our economy and build an in-
clusive sharing of the benefits of 
prosperity through systematic 
policies that strengthen social in-
clusion.

Our ability to promote a spirit 
of reasoned solidarity will deter-
mine our success in achieving 
national and global development 
goals in the coming years. As we 
work to build global prosperity 
that will last, I encourage every-
one, including young people, to 
embrace intergenerational soli-
darity as a symbol of hope for a 
future of shared prosperity.

Happy International Youth Day!

We must get young people involved

MINISTRY OF ICT, 
INNOVATION AND 
YOUTH AFFAIRS
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I am delighted to share a message for 
this year’s International Youth Day, 
which has the theme “Intergenera-

tional Solidarity: Creating a World for 
All Ages”.

The mandate of the State Department 
for Youth Affairs includes youth policy 
management; youth empowerment; 
harnessing and developing youth tal-
ents for national development; main-
streaming youth affairs in national de-
velopment; managing and promoting 
engagement with the youth.

Furthermore, the Department has tak-
en steps to increase access to finances, 
business development trainings, and 
partnerships, to leverage resources for 
impactful service delivery. In this regard, 
the Department has provided billions 
of  shillings to the youth as loans and 
grants through the Youth Enterprise De-
velopment Fund (YEDF), to facilitate the 

establishment of business enterprises 
and the creation of jobs. The Fund has 
so far distributed Ksh13 billion to over 
two million youths across the country. 
It is worth noting that the Department 
has spearheaded the re-engineering of 
loan products to meet the aspirations of 
the youth. 

The Kenya Youth Employment and 
Opportunities Project (KYEOP) is a 
Ksh15 billion five-year initiative be-
tween the Kenyan Government and the 
World Bank. It runs from 2016 to 2021. 

The project aims to increase youth 
employment opportunities through 
skills training and entrepreneurship 
support, and to enhance employment 
and earning potential of 280,000 youth 
in 17 counties: Nairobi, Kisumu, Momba-
sa, Kwale, Nakuru, Migori, Kiambu, Tur-
kana, Kitui, Kilifi, Mandera, Nyandarua, 
Kakamega, Kisii, Bungoma, Wajir, and 

Machakos. 
KYEOP is also implementing the 

MbeleNaBiz Business Plan Competition 
for high-potential job creators. Over 
32,000 youths have received training 
and internships in both the formal and 
informal sectors, with 75 percent find-
ing employment. 

Furthermore, over 10,000 MbeleNaBiz 
beneficiaries have received support 
in the form of Ksh40,000 grants each, 
while 4,204 youths have received Busi-
ness Development Services.

Youth Empowerment Centres (YECs) 
are Kenya Vision 2030 flagship projects, 
established as ‘one-stop shops’ that pro-
vide youth-friendly services to address 
the diverse social and economic needs 
of young people. There are 152 YECs 
spread across the country. 

Last year, 63 centres were refurbished 
and operationalised to provide strategic 

and youth-focused services such as ac-
cess to ICT, entrepreneurship training, 
guidance and counselling on drug and 
substance abuse, and HIV/AIDS preven-
tion, among others.

The Vijana Vuka na Afya (VIVA) Proj-
ect, which costs Ksh877 million (€7.2 
million), aims to empower young peo-
ple, particularly girls and young wom-
en, to lead self-determined family and 
work lives. Through the integration of 
health services, sports, vocational qual-
ification, and sexual education, this 
project, which began earlier this year, is 
expected to contribute to improved and 
equal access to relevant services for ad-
olescents in the impoverished suburbs 
of Kisumu, Nairobi, and Mombasa coun-
ties.

I wish all Kenyan youths well as they 
mark the 20th anniversary of Interna-
tional Youth Day.

MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL 
YOUTH COUNCIL

Raymond Sasaka, CEO, NYC

The National Youth Council (NYC) is 
a State Corporation in the Ministry 
of ICT, Innovation and Youth Affairs. 
It came into being through the en-
actment of the NYC Act 2009, as the 
official voice of the youth. 

The mandate of NYC is to harness 
and advocate for the youth voice 
to inform Government policy and 
legislations, and to regulate and co-
ordinate youth activities and initia-
tives for empowerment, inclusion 
and participation in all spheres of 
life.

In line with this year’s Interna-
tional Youth Day theme, “Intergen-
erational Solidarity: Creating a 
World for All Ages”, the NYC focuses 
on two critical aspects that require 
intergenerational solidarity – peace 
and democracy – given that the day 
has fallen right in the midst of our 
General Elections.

Peace in Kenya is often threatened 
by elections, and the blame has usu-
ally been on the youth as the perpe-
trators. This informed the need to 
empower the youth to transit from 
“haki yetu” (our right) mentality to 

“wajibu wetu” (our responsibility). 
Wajibu Wetu led the NYC to seek 

intergenerational solidarity and in-
tergovernmental relations through 
partnerships with a umber of or-
ganisations, including NCIC, NAC-
ADA, STA, Homeboyz, IEBC, UNDP 
Kenya, Mkenya Daima, Media part-
ners and Youth Serving Organisa-
tions, to traverse the country and 
call on the youth to write a new 
chapter of peace in the country’s 
history. This included intergenera-
tional dialogues through Sawazisha 
Gumzo programme, sports, and a 
peace festival at Kerio Valley, which 
is still under lockdown due to its 
categorisation as a conflict hotspot. 
The event culminated in the Na-
tional Youth prayer and peace festi-
val at KICC, streamed live across the 
country.

Cognizant of the General Elections 
and peace, we sought to determine 
our Fursathon challenge this year, 
where we were guided by the words 
of Nelson Mandela : “Peace is not 
just the absence of conflict. Peace 
is the creation of an environment 
where all can flourish, regardless 
of race, colour, creed, religion, gen-
der, class, caste, or any other social 
markers of difference.” We therefore 
settled on the Fursa In Democracy 
Challenge theme.

Recognising the value of intergen-
erational solidarity as the biggest 
opportunity for youths in our de-
mocracy, the NYC led the collation 
of all youth manifestos into the 
popular version, “Youth Priorities 
and Asks to Political Leadership”, 
where four critical asks were laid 
out, among them all 47 county 
youth policies. 

The NYC is accredited as both 
a voter educator and election ob-
server. In partnership with IEBC 
through the IEBC Youth Coordinat-

ing Committee, we trained trainers 
across the country, recording the 
highest number of youth voter ed-
ucators in an election year. Further, 
historically many youths are de-
ployed as election observers across 
the country, encouraging the partic-
ipation of young paople in demo-
cratic processes.

Jointly with UNDP Kenya, KIPPRA, 
the Council of Governors, Ministry 
of Devolution, and youth serving 
organisations, our objective was 
to deepen accountable democracy, 
thus championing for youth inclu-
sion in the devolved system of gov-
ernance by advocating and leading 
in the development of all 47 county 
youth policies, through policy dia-
logue forums. 

The youth policy dialogue forums 
require intergenerational solidarity 
and are a wholesome 360-degree 
engagement, where we are leverag-
ing on technology, mainstream me-
dia, “the youth vote”, and physical 
engagements. 

Taking cognizance of the General 
Elections 2022, and the IYD 2022 
theme, the NYC holds steadfast 
that it is indeed time to advance 
the youth’s common agenda of all 
47 county youth policies and thus 
deepen accountable democracy, 
noting that only four out 47 coun-
ties have a youth policy.

Creating a ‘Kenya for All Ages’, 
brings awareness to the important 
partnerships across all age cate-
gories, that are needed to achieve 
the full potential of all generations 
towards a common agenda. The 
youth, through the NYC, are cham-
pioning for intergenerational soli-
darity partnerships across all ages, 
especially leadership commitments 
to achieve the youth common agen-
da of all 47 county youth policies, in 
the year 2022. 

REMARKS FROM THE YOUTH 
DEVELOPMENT ENTERPRISE FUND

Mr Benson Muthendi, CEO

Youth entrepreneurship is regarded as a 
job creator and contributor to long-term 
economic growth. It is critical to achiev-
ing the first goal of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals, which 
calls for the abolition of poverty in all of 
its forms. 

Achieving sustainable growth of youth-
owned businesses is a critical component 
of our country’s economic strategy. Many 
young people across the country have 
recently gained the confidence to pursue 
entrepreneurship. Young people choose 
self-employment because they want to 
be their own bosses, have flexibility, and 
pursue their passions. This confidence, 
however, is frequently undermined by 
existing barriers that impede their en-
trepreneurial intentions, such as a lack 
of capital, business skills, knowledge, 
market access, and mentorship. While the 
Government has made significant invest-
ments in programmes such as the Youth 
Enterprise Development Fund (YEDF) to 
assist them in overcoming these barriers, 
there are still areas where the youth en-
trepreneurship support system could be 
improved through collaborations.

 The theme of this year’s International 
Youth Day is “Intergenerational Soli-
darity: Creating a World for All Ages”. It 
emphasises the importance of fostering 
cross-generational collaboration and sol-

idarity to achieve sustainable develop-
ment. Indeed, the knowledge and experi-
ence of senior entrepreneurs, combined 
with the innovation, tech-savvy, and dy-
namism of young entrepreneurs, can be 
a great source of entrepreneurial pros-
perity, while also lowering the likelihood 
of failure of youth-owned businesses. As 
a result, synergies are required to devel-
op well-designed programmes that foster 
networking, mentorship, and a general 
conducive environment for intergenera-
tional entrepreneurship to flourish.

YEDF is one of the Government’s ini-
tiatives to combat youth unemployment 
through entrepreneurship. The Fund pro-
vides loans for establishment of new busi-
nesses, business expansions, asset financ-
ing, agribusiness, talent development, and 
LPO/LSO financing. These loan products 
have been redesigned to be more flexible 
and accessible to young people. In addi-
tion, we have created new loan products 
such as salary and savings-based loans. 
Beyond loan products, the Fund offers 
business support services such as market 
support and linkages, entrepreneurship 
training and mentorship, commercial in-
frastructure, and assistance to youth seek-
ing employment abroad.

To date, the Fund has provided loans 
totalling Ksh14.2 billion, to two million 
youths. This was accomplished through 
the revolving of Ksh4.5 billion from the 
National Treasury. At least 585,058 young 
people have benefited from business de-
velopment services. Since the first case of 
Covid-19 was reported in Kenya, the Fund 
has disbursed a total of Ksh1.1 billion in 
loans. These loans have assisted in the 
sustainability of youth-owned business-
es, allowing them to diversify into new 
opportunities and retain employees. I en-
courage young people to use our products 
and services to achieve their economic 
goals. We can be reached at county offices 
across the country. 

Strategic partnerships are critical in 
achieving youth social and economic em-
powerment. I invite like-minded organisa-
tions to join us in our efforts to promote 
youth economic empowerment.

Theme: “Intergenerational Solidarity: Creating a World for All Ages”

NYC: How we are helping the youth 
to appreciate their roles better

Let’s talk some more about 
youth entrepreneurship

State Department is empowering Kenyan youths variously

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY 2022

REMARKS BY THE PRINCIPAL 
SECRETARY, STATE 
DEPARTMENT FOR YOUTH 
AFFAIRS

Mr. Charles T. Sunkuli, CBS

MINISTRY OF ICT, 
INNOVATION AND 
YOUTH AFFAIRS


